North 


Witchford  Rural 
Council. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1920. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  lay  Report  for  the  year  1020. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Population  1011 — .1,215. 

Population  (estimated  1020) — 5.121. 

This  is  the  ligure  gdven  Iiy  the  Registrar  General  for  the  estimation  of  the 
Birth  and  Death  Rates,  and  for  your  information,  it  may  be  well  to  give  some 
extracts  from  his  memorandum  issued  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  ; — 

1. — The  numbers  of  births  and  deaths  are  those  registered  during  the  Calendar 
year,  and  are  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  they  will  difl'er  therefore 
from  uncorrected  figures  compiled' locally  either  for  the  calendar  year,  or  for  a 
period  of  fifty-two  or  fifty- three  weeks. 

2 — PoPULATfON. — In  102d  demobilization  had  reached  a  stage  at  Avhich  it  is 
felt  that  the  distinction  between  “birth-rate  populations”  and  “death-rate 
populations  ”  made  during  the  perioil,  when  a  large  part  of  the  male  population 
Avas  under  arms,  might  in  general  be  discontinued. 

il — The  classification  of  some  deaths  is  modified  in  the  light  of  fuller  information 
obtained  from  the  certifying  practitioner  in  response  to  special  inquiries.  The 
principal  subjects  of  these  enquiries  are  indicated  in  a  table  published  in  the  yearly 
reports  of  the  Registrar  General,  and  this  possible  source  of  discrepancy  betAveen 
the  returns  of  the  Registrar  General,  and  those  compiled  locally  should  be  liorne  in 
mind  particularly  in  regard  to  the  causes  of  death  dealt  Avith  in  that  table. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

A  repetition  of  previous  reports  is  here  necessary. 

The  district  Aairies  in  diflerent  parts.  It  is  flat  Avith  slight  elevations,  but 
no  hills. 

The  Aullages  of  Doddington.  Wimblington  and  Manea  are  ljuilt  on  these 
elevations,  AAdiile  the  village  of  BeiiAvick  and  the  scattered  hamlet  of  Welches-dam 
are  on  drained  Fen  soil. 

1  may  here  point  out  to  you  that  the  main  part  of  the  district  is  composed  of 
Fen  land,  which  is  drained  by  artificial  means.  This  land  is  rich  and  fertile,  and 
oAving  to  its  fertility  it  provides  the  inhabitants  Avith  abundant  occupation.  From 
facts  gleaned  from  reliable  sources,  and  from  my  OAvn  knoAvledge  of  the 
A^arious  conditions  of  the  people,  the  North  Witchford  district  is  in  a  state  of 
prosperity.  Thei’e  is  little  poverty  and  Poor-laAV  relief  is  not  excessive. 

Beyond  Agriculture  there  is  no  special  occupation  for  the  people,  and  they 
arc  dependant  upon  this  for  their  livelihood.  The  district  is  situated  some  distance 
from  a  General  Hospital,  and  none  exists  in  the  district  itself. 

Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  at  Cambridge,  the  Infirmary  at  Peterborough,  and 
the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Wisbech  arc  aA’ailable  for  the  people.  At  Hunstanton  there 
is  a  Convalescent  Home,  AA'hicli  is  of  service  to  persons  recovering  Horn  debilitating 
conditions. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  1920  Avas  54,  Males  2(i, 
Females  2S.  In  10]  9  this  number  AA^as  59. 


The  Death  rate  is  10‘5  per  thousand.  This  Is  the  lowest  I  can  remember. 
I’he  1910  rate  was  ll'O  and  the  1018  rate  was  11'2.  The  Death  rate  for  the  Avdiole 
of  England  and  Wales  was  12'4. 

The  Infant  death  (i.e.  those  under  one  year  of  age)  totalled  4 — all  male 
children — in  1010  this  number  was  0.  There  were  no  deaths  amongst  illegitimate 
children. 

The  rate  here  is  calculated  on  the  numl>er  of  registered  births  and  it  wo)-ks 
()utat31‘02.  This  is  most  pleasing,  in  that  it  is,  in  itself,  extremely  low,  and  it 
compares  favourably  with  1010,  when  it  was  103  per  thousand  registered  births, 
,  and  even  with  1017  when  it  w'as  50'6. 


GENERAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Whooping  Cough 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Diarrhma  (under  2  years) 
Parturition 

Congenial  Debility  . . 
Violence  (not  Suicide) 
Other  Defined  Diseases 
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2ti 

28 

Births.  The  total  number  of  births  in  1020  was  65  males  and  62  females 
making  127.  This  again  compares  favourably  witli  recent  yeai’s.  In  1010  there 
were  87  births  ami  in  1018  there  were  00  births. 

The  Birth  rate  was  24*7  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  1910  this  was  16'0 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  1018  it  was  17', 3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  1020  figures  come  nearly  up  to  pre  war  conditions  e.g.,  in  1013  the  Birth  rate 
was  26*05  per  thousand. 

The  Birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1020  was  25*4  per 
thousand. 

This  is  eonsitlerabiy  more  satisfactory  as  the  above  comparative  figures 
show.  Although  our  figures  do  not  quite  come  up  to  the  average  for  the  whole  of 
England,  they  show  a  great  improvement  on  the  l018  and  1010  Birth  rates. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water.  Doddington,  Manea,  and  part  of  Wimblington  are  supijlicd  with 
Marham  Avater,  the  AA'ater  from  the  Wisbech  Water  Company.  Thei-c  appears  no 
reason  why  the  remaining  part  of  Wimblington  should  not  derive  benefit  from  this 
supply.  The  hamlet  of  Welchcs-dam  is  too  small  ami  too  scattered.  I  fear,  to  be 
considered  in  any  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Avater.  It  derives  its  AA'atcr  from  the 
river  and  from  the  roofs  of  the  houses.  The  I’aiii  Avater,  so  caught,  is  stored  in 
suitable  receptacles. 

The  most  pressing  matter  in  my  report  i.s  the  supply  of  good  Avatcr  to 
BeiiAvick,  and  1  shall  leave  no  stone  unturned  until  I  liave  succeeded  in  cari-ying 
this  matter  through.  I  have  reported  it  year  after  year  and  it  has  been  shelved. 

1  refer  you  to  my  last  year’s  report  ; — 

“  The  supply  of  Avater  from  the  Wisbech  Water  Company,  for  BenAvick, 
requires  your  serious  consideration,  and,  gentlemen,  not  only  your  considera¬ 
tion  but  your  action.  In  spite  of  repeated  reports  from  me  of  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  this  village,  Avith  regard  to  its  Avater  the  matter  has  been  shelved. 
The  time  has  come  for  BenAvick  to  be  properly  supplied  Avith  good  AA'ater. 
The  people  are  entirely  dependant  on  soft  Avater  caught  from  the  roofs,  ami 
from  an  almost  stagnant  riA'er,  through  an  in-efficient  filter  bed.  There  are 
times  in  the  year  Avhen  there  is  nothing  but  stinking  Avater  for  the  peoiffc  to 
drink.  Such  a  condition  of  affairs  must  not  be  allowed  to  exist.  The  remedy 
is  so  simple.  This  good  Avater  is  passing,  less  than  four  miles,  from  Benwick. 
There  are  houses,  fields  and  farms  all  along  the  road,  Avhich  Avould  only  be  too 
pleased  to  pay  for  it  on  the  w^ay.” 
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lilVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Tliero  is  little  pollution  of  these. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

This  is  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  slate,  and  the  sewerage  is  practically  all 
treated  by  filter  beds. 

C^LOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

'fhere  are  no  open  middens.  There  are  280  pail  closets  and  40  water  closets. 
There  are  no  waste  water  closets. 

SCAVENGING. 

'I’hc  Councils  carts  remove  house  refuse,  and  empty  pails  periodically. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  during  1920  was  380. 

(b)  Notices  :  Statutory,  one. 

Informal,  twenty-two. 

All  these  have  been  complied  with. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Knacker’s  Yards,  or  Offensive 
Trades  in  this  district. 

Schools.  These  are  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  County 
Medical  Ollicer,  who  is  also  School  Medical  Officer. 

Food. 

fa)  Milk  Supply.  This  is  good  as  regards  its  purity,  and  it  is  in  sufficient 
(piantity  in  the  village.s.  However,  in  the  open  country,  the  milk  is  more  difficult 
to  r>i'0cure.  In  the  Fens,  grass  does  not  grow  to  y)erfection,  and  it  is  only  on  the 
more  elevated  parts  known  as  high  land,  that  cows  can  be  well  grazed.  This 
necessitates  the  use  of  substitutes — Glaxo  and  Comlensed  Milk — in  the  lower-lying 
ixu'ts.  Of  late  years  goat-kee[)ing  l)y  the  cottagers  has  considerably  inco'eased.  I 
strongly  recommend  people  who  have  difficulty  in  obtaining  cows’  milk,  to  keep 
a  goat.  It  is  most  economical  and  beneficial. 

(1))  Other  Foods.  Premises  have  been  inspected  but  no  unsound  food  has 
})ecn  found.  The  condition  of  the  bake-houses  is  good.  There  is  no  ])ublic 
aljatloir  in  the  district.  The  slaughter  houses  are  all  kept  in  fair  condition.  Aleat 
is  insiK'cted  freiiucntly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself-  No  carcases  have 
been  condemned  for  Tuberculosis.  The  quality  of  meat  is  improving. 


Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


The  number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  a 

Puerperal  Fever  .  1 

Frysipclas .  1 

Opthalmia  Neonatorm  .  1 

'riiberculosis 

Pulmonary .  8 

Other .  1 

Measles  .  92 


Pneumonia 


O 

*) 


The  92  cases  of  Measles  occurred  in  two  Epidemics,  one  in  Wimblington 
during  February  and  March  with  44  cases,  and  another  at  Manea  in  October  and 
November  which  accounted  for  nearly  all  the  rest.  The  origin  of  these  epidemics 
is  very  doubtful. 

As  there  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  district,  it  is  impo.^sible  to  properly 
isolate  the  initial  cases,  and  so  possibly  prevent  an  epidemic. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  Tubercular  Cases  are  under  the  treatment  and  control  of  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer.  The  notification  of  these  cases  has  been  prompt. 

Small  Pox  :  There  have  been  no  cases  of  this  disease,  anti  no  vaccinations 
have  been  iierformed  forthis,  under  the  Public  Health  Small-pox  Regulations,  1917. 

There  has  been  no  Anthrax  or  Rabies  during  the  year. 

There  ai-e  no  regulations  regarding  Influenza,  nor  has  their  been  any 
(‘pidemic  of  this.  Any  cases,  that  may  have  arisen,  were  mild  ones.  There  has 
been  no  death  from  Ir.flaenza. 


•-4b 


..  ".f*  ■  ' .-.' 


^  r"' 

V>  ■ 


-■'V 


■'  ,!)■  .  :riWVt';ii»tft 


■' '  '  •  ■  1  .  .  <t*  1  ,  < 

^'■;ii,': a;;/- .  •  >  ' 

’  ■  •  "  ■•'  ■  ■  .  ■  •  Vv  »Ji'2 

•'■•  •  ■!••'■  ,’,,u-  ■rw  'f  'r .••,■•!■,' ii.,<  vlt  ,.  ,;  iri  ';•: 

■'■  -  '  7'  ”.  -7  ■  -■  ■„•  , 

■  s'. 'rx  I  if  •  tn  ‘H'ui'i  .  .:  >* /'i  .)  r; iv  ^  )  '-I'itj  ’' 

-  S.  -^'r,.-  ■'  ,  7  •  -■  7  ;■  w  Vf-  '  '  7  C!]^' " 

^  ..  7  rv .7v 

■•'-•■,  .  '  •  •  '  .  ■  ■  .  j  i  T,"^  jIT 

•  .v,t^to<l^•uv  'j  i.f't.'i.  I  t.  -I  ■-i-ii,'’.  li  / '.  itirr 

■  ^  I  .  ■.*•''•  SSL' 

,  .'  ,•'•>*!■  -,»  <■■■  ^'^'^^  I- ■»''»«  ;i.  r '•»(•'». <5  -s  »< *i  .Wi •  .  ';*i  '  ’■’'^  77'''  ’  *  — 

.•V  , -z-  '7  '  >.;•■  ...i..;,.*  ,.M  ■■.••■  7 


'"s.'  ,»4tf V;  rKT'Ujiii', *'  V'*  i.7n-  U-  •• 


•"1  If.  .  I 


"  ••  ;.'•)’>(/  '  .-I'.itiii  ' 


’ 'PH',  A»i 


'  \'  -  ''■■■’ -''j'**?,- J  I 

■  7-7.-  '-'•V7:.iL-'^'7v7 ,  ••'■■'.■•-■,  *:■  -  ....-v.,  ■  -/.’"  VjllSa 


•  ,  '  •  i  •  •  ,•  (  ^  »♦ 


/•f  t .  >*  • 


r 


■-.I  ’■>  ’.''/''A  .4J<'|  .ii.v.u’4  •yWiflO.  •>  j  .-.  '  ■, 

',.,•■■*  ;  ,.■  -yr'itiV  •  .J.*'  •  '  7 

*  I.  ^  ’  '  ■  j  ,  -  .  -  ^ 


tc  ■“ 


■  (  ‘ 


>.»  >  I ,  .'<  ' 


«.<i«  t<if''  I./ 


U*:  ■■■I:"  •  ■ 


7:f^ 

1 


1 

I  . 


■  (/, ; 


/■.»<* 'I 

»■■.'  s.f;'.7 

1. 

'  I, 

, '  '  hi 

■'.7  /•[ 

;u 

» 

:f3 

f*.'  if'*' 

■5f 

ft 


.  If  T  '. 


.•  <  '..il 

.  '  •  1.  •■; 


-'*■  I 'if  "  -* 


'^it  I  .1  ft 


,  ‘  If'  ''7a  . 7, '..  'ry-  >17 ' 

"if'i’  •*'  ,-(l- 'V‘Vp'-’il..  Ti' *  11,':  •(*•'.■.,•  c-'t  »4i 


•  '•  St;  ■'a.'  .  :  ••  -  .,>vt 

,  -  •  •  ‘•;vrf* . 'Ayr  ’•^:;  ■'  \  _:'f  y:.  "  '  •’  •'■V''-'' 

>  St.  ■--»,  -^1  ,  '  -.'^  S  ' 

'  Vr<f^V/i  .  rtf).  J  ■  !  • 


•.'m(  I  s- ) 

’iTtyff  s-iff  Vf-:^  .  ’ ''  '  P?'  ■' 

V' 7*1  ■■*  ■  ■•'  '7  ' 


^  k.*  .  'lb.' 


■■■ 


>  '  V 


Ml” 

^  V'f  ;  VV*  ■ 

•'•  -’.1  v^L”” 

r  «  ^  •  1  . 


■  •■'■■  ,T5-  • 

•  "•  U:'. 

■  ::  ■■■]> 


ty 


(P.' 

u 


ifct; 


"7  '..  . 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Authorities. 

Diseases  of  Parturient  Women  and  Children  have  been  few. 

There  has  bi-en  no  epidemic  of  Diarrluea. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Staff — Consists  of  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  either  for  Small 
Pox  or  other  diseases  in  the  district.  This  is  a  matter  to  which  attention  should 
be  given.  It  must  not  be  anticipated  that  the  good  fortune  which  has  shone  on  us 
lately,  in  the  matter  of  epidemics,  will  continue  always,  and  we  may  find  ourselves 
suddenly  confronted  by  (.lilliculty.  An  Isolation  Hospital  is  Tieedeil. 
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Housing. 


I  here  refer  you  to  the  Appendix  and  would  point  out  that,  at  the  moment  of 
writing,  houses  are  being  rapidly  erected  in  tlie  Parishes  of  Doddington,  Benwick, 
Manea  and  Wimblington. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  houses  that  arc  now  being  erected  by  the  Council  : 

Doddington  8 
Benwick  8 
Wimblington  10 
Manea  10 

Private  enterprise  may  i)ossibly  account  during  1921,  for  : — 

Doddington  1 
Wimblington  2 
Manea  .‘5 

Tlie  Housing  question  is  Just  as  serious  now  as  last  yetir,  except  that  building 
appears  to  be  less  expensive. 

It  will  always  be  a  serious  prol)lem,  for  the  death  rate  is  a  declining  one,  and 
the  birthrate  an  increasing  one. 

The  natural  increase  is  greater. 

The  methods  for  the  prevention  of  disease  improve  year  by  year,  and  Medical 
Curative  Science  is  making  rapid  strides. 

The  love  of  fresh  air  and  outdoor  exercises,  the  Child  Welfare  efforts,  and  the 
efforts  of  various  other  organizations,  all  make  for  life.  So.  Gentlemen,  this  life 
must  be  housed  and  well  housed. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CECIL  STEPHENS,  M.D 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  STATISTICS.  YEAR  ENDING, 

DECEMBER,  1920. 

1. — General. 

(1)  Estimated  population. 

(2)  General  death-rate. 

(d)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis. 

(4)  Infantile  mortality. 

(.a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes. 

(6)  Number  of  working  class  houses. 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected. 

2. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

1. — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  iiispected  for  defects 
funder  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts). 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regu¬ 
lation,  1910. 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-hous'es  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 
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1 1. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  J^mal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  of  their 
officers. 


10 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing  'I’own  Plan¬ 
ning.  etc..  Acts  1910. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs. 

(2)  Number  ()f  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit- 

fa)  I\v  owners. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

f3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Clos¬ 
ing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
i-emedied — 

(a)  by  ownei’S. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Numl)er  of  representatives  made  with  a  view  to  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  (dos¬ 
ing  Orders  were  made. 

(8)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Clos¬ 
ing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

(,'))  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders, 

3, — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authoi-ity  with  a  view  to 

Improvement  Schemes  under  (a).  Part  1.  or  (1)),  Part  IT.  of 

the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area. 

(2)  Acreage. 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area. 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced. 


o 


1 

0 

0 


(I 
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0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

I) 


None. 


4.— Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  byelaws 
erected  with  consent  (d’  Local  Authority  umler  section  25  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  Kil'.b 


No  byclUK'S 


5. — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  brietly.  the  duties  of 
each  officer. 

(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health — Supervising. 

(2)  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

(3)  Architect, 


8th  April,  1921. 


CECIl 


STEPHENS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


